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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 23, 25-27, 45, 47 and 5 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being clearly 

* 

anticipated by Dyson. 

Dyson discloses a lower casing (fig. 1, #14). 

Dyson discloses an upper casing (fig. 1, #16). 

Dyson discloses a motor housing in the lower casing (fig. 1 , #24). 

Dyson discloses an inlet (fig. 1, #20). 

Dyson discloses a filtering device (fig. 1 , #22). 

Dyson discloses a discharge outlet (col. 2, lines 17-18). 

With respect to claim 25 ? Dyson discloses an outlet in an upper portion of the filtering 

device (fig. 1, unnumbered tube/opening above the number 22). 

With respect to claims 26 and 45 5 Dyson discloses the motor housing provided in one 

4 

portion and the filtering device in an opposing portion (fig. 1 ? #22,24). 
With respect to claims 27 and 51, Dyson discloses a vacuum cleaner (title). 
With respect to claim 47, Dyson discloses a cover positioned intermediate the upper 
casing and the motor housing (fig. 1 , unnumbered element on top of large circle at #24). 
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3. Claims 36, 40-41, 44-48 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Andersson-Sason. 

Andersson-Sason discloses a canister formed by a lower casing and an upper casing to 
form a chamber with a first portion serving as a collection chamber and a second portion 
serving as a motor housing (fig. 4, #12,13,15,25). 

Andersson-Sason discloses a central longitudinal axis of motor located within the motor 
housing and oriented substantially vertically (fig. 4, #21). 

With respect to claims 36 and 46, Andersson-Sason discloses an inlet formed in the same 
portion as the motor (fig. 4, #29, col. 3, lines 21-22). 

■ 

With respect to claims 36 and 45, Andersson-Sason discloses the first portion provided in 
one portion and the second portion in an opposing portion (fig. 4, #15,25). 
With respect to claims 40 and 47, Andersson-Sason discloses a cover positioned 
intermediate the upper casing and the motor housing and filtering chamber (fig. 4, 
#12,14,15,24,25). 

With respect to claims 41 and 48, Andersson-Sason discloses the cover covers both the 
motor housing and the filtering chamber (fig. 4, #14). 

With respect to claims 44 and 51, Andersson-Sason discloses a vacuum cleaner (title). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 
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5. Claims 14-20, 22, 42, 49 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andersson-Sason in view of The Admitted State of the Prior Art as shown in 
figure 2(hereafter ASPA). 

Andersson-Sason discloses a similar device however fails to disclose a damper. 

* 

Andersson-Sason discloses a lower casing (fig. 4, #13). 

Andersson-Sason discloses a motor housing installed in the lower casing (fig. 4, #21). 
Andersson-Sason discloses a cover configured to directly cover the motor housing (fig. 4, 
#14(housing being defined by the wall #17, the unnumbered wall having #22 and the 
unnumbered wall near number #16,24,25,21) OR 24). 

With respect to claims 14, 42 and 49, Andersson-Sason discloses an outlet in the cover 
however fails to disclose a damper (fig. 4, #26). ASPA discloses the placement of a 
damper in the cover of a housing (fig. 2, #28a). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide the damper of ASPA in Andersson-Sason to allow for 
regulation of the flow of air out of the chamber to prevent overheating. 
With respect to claim 15, Andersson-Sason discloses an upper casing (fig. 4, #12). 
With respect to claim 1 6, Andersson-Sason discloses a filtering chamber in the lower 
casing (fig. 4, #15). 

With respect to claim 17, Andersson-Sason discloses a filtering device in the filtering 

■ 

chamber (fig. 4, #20). 

With respect to claims 18, Andersson-Sason discloses the cover covers both the motor 
housing and the filtering chamber (fig. 4, #14). 
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With respect to claim 19, Andersson-Sason discloses the cover is positioned intermediate 
the upper casing and the motor housing and filtering chamber (fig. 4, #12,14,15,25). 

i 

* 

With respect to claim 20, Andersson-Sason discloses the motor housing provided in one 

portion and the filtering device in an opposing portion (fig. 4, #15,25). 

With respect to claim 22, Andersson-Sason discloses a vacuum cleaner (title). 

6. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Andersson-Sason 
in view of ASPA as applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of EP0344136. 

Andersson-Sason in view of ASPA discloses a similar device however fails to disclose a 
pressure sensor on the cover. 

EP0344136 discloses a pressure sensor in an upper wall of the motor housing (fig. 
#22,15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
pressure sensor of EP0344136 in the motor housing of Andersson-Sason in view of 
ASPA to allow for control of the motor when the pressure therein exceeds a 
predetermined level. 

7. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dyson as applied 
to claim 23 above, and further in view of Yung. 

Dyson discloses a similar device however fails to disclose a filter. 
Yung discloses a filtering device that separates air due to gravity having a filter (fig. 6, 
#68). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the filter of 
Yung in Dyson to ensure for the most effective separation of dirt from the air. 
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8. Claims 43 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Andersson-Sason as applied to claim 38 above, and further in view of EP0344136. 

Andersson-Sason discloses a similar device however fails to disclose a pressure sensor on 
the cover. 

EP03441 36 discloses a pressure sensor in an upper wall of the motor housing (fig. 
#22,15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
pressure sensor of EP0344136 in the motor housing of Andersson-Sason to allow for 
control of the motor when the pressure therein exceeds a predetermined level. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 12/6/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues Dyson fails to include a filtering device configured to create a 
downwardly swirling flow of suction air, wherein the air is received into an upper portion of the 
filtering device and flows downward, the suctioned air being discharged out through an outlet. 
Applicant is believed to be in error with this argument because Dyson discloses the filtering 
device being a cyclonic means (col. 3, lines 12-14, claim 4). One of ordinary skill in the art 
knows that a cyclonic means 'swirls' the air downwardly to provide for separation. Dyson 
discloses air received into an upper portion and discharged out through an outlet (fig. 1, #20, col. 
2, lines 17-18). 

Applicant argues Dyson fails to disclose a collection chamber located in the rear portion 
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and a motor located in the front portion of a canister. With respect to claim 36, this argument IS 
persuasive because the claim further requires an inlet formed in the front portion. While Dyson 
discloses the collection chamber in one portion and the motor in another portion, the inlet is . 
disclosed in the same portion as the collection chamber, as opposed to inlet needing to be in the 
same portion as the motor. With respect to claim 45, the claim fails to recite any elements other 
than the collection chamber and the motor to front and rear portions. Therefore, as long as the 
collection chamber and the motor are in different portions in Dyson, the portion containing the 
motor can be considered the front portion and the portion containing the collection chamber can 
be considered the rear portion. 

Applicant argues Andersson-Sason fails to disclose a collection chamber located in the 
rear portion and a motor located in the front portion of a canister. This argument is not found 
persuasive because Andersson-Sason the collection chamber and the motor in different portions 
in Dyson, the portion containing the motor can be considered the front portion and the portion 
containing the collection chamber can be considered the rear portion. Andersson-Sason further 
discloses an inlet in the same portion as the motor (fig. 4, #29, col. 3, lines 21-22). It is noted 
that the claim fails to define the c inlet' therefore the opening of Andersson-Sason is believed to 

■ 

meet the limitation. 

Applicant argues Andersson-Sason fails to disclose a cover that directly covers and 
protects the motor housing. This argument is not found persuasive because Andersson-Sason 
discloses a motor housing defined by the wall #17, the unnumbered wall having #22 and the 
unnumbered wall near number #16,24,25,21 . A cover is directly over the motor housing (fig. 4, 
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#14). Further, if the motor housing was to be further defined to only house a motor, #24 is a 
cover that is directly over the motor. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 

■ 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa T. Snider whose telephone number is (571) 272-1277. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (5:30am-2:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on (571) 272-1214. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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■ 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

» 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should. you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Theresa T. Snider 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1 744 



2/21/07 



